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Since my earliest memories, I have been 
immersed in the world of art, continuously 
striving to expand my skills and explore 
new styles. In 2007, I had the opportunity 
to illustrate my first children’s book, ‘Joe, 
the starfish who wanted to be a star,’ which 
garnered recognition with a nomination 
for the prestigious Children’s Book Council 
Award, all thanks to its vibrant and 
captivating illustrations. This achievement 
led me to visit several schools, sharing 
insights into the artistic process and my 
career as an artist.

Fuelled by this rewarding experience, 
I embarked on the journey of writing 
and illustrating my own children’s book, 
‘Monsters Don’t Wear Ties,’ which became 
a resounding success, captivating young 
readers and selling out in no time upon its 
release in 2018.

In 2014, I marked another significant 
milestone in my artistic journey with my 
debut solo exhibition titled ‘Creatures.’ 
The collection featured over 30 original 
paintings showcasing a diverse array of 
local and international animal species. This 
exhibition was a heartfelt tribute to nature, 
fueled by my deep passion for wildlife and 
the vibrant beauty of our planet’s creatures.

My dedication to art extends beyond 
exhibitions, as I actively participate in 
various local group exhibitions and engage 
in live art demonstrations at festivals and 

markets. Additionally, I gladly take on 
commissioned pieces, ranging from large 
landscapes to detailed illustrated pet 
portraits.

Nature and wildlife serve as my constant 
inspiration, and this passion resonates 
through my artworks. As I create, I find 
immense joy in observing my subjects 
come to life, stroke by stroke, whether it 
be feathers delicately rendered or scales 
meticulously painted. Furthermore, I am 
committed to using my art to make a 
positive impact on the world, contributing 
many of my paintings to exhibitions aimed 
at raising funds for animal welfare causes, 
including initiatives for Free the Bears, 
Native Animal Rescue, and the Canberra 
National Zoo.

My versatility as a highly skilled creative is 
reflected in the diverse range of mediums 
I work with, from the intricate details of 
pencil drawings and watercolors to the 
expressive power of digital artworks and 
acrylic masterpieces on canvas, plywood, 
floors, and walls.

Overall, my artistic journey has been fueled 
by a profound love for nature and the desire 
to share its beauty with the world through 
my creations.

Visit unleishedart.com or check out my 
socials @unleishedart 

•  Top Student in Art & Design, 2001
•  Certificate IV in Fine Art, 2002
•  Diploma in Graphic Design, 2003
•  2 finalist entries in the Woodside Poster Competition, 2004
•  Best Folio, Contempt Graduate Exhibition, 2004
•  Advanced Diploma in Graphic Design, 2004
•  Nominated for the Childrens Book Council Awards, 2007
•  Silver Singapore Outdoor Advertising Awards, 2008
•  Bronze Innovative/Ambient Advertsing Award, PADC, 2008
•  Finalist, One Show, New York, 2009.
•  Finalist in Award 2009.
•  3 x Bronze Awards, PADC, 2010
•  Best of Catergory, PADC, 2011
•  Bronze Award, PADC, 2012
•  City of Joondalup Community Art Award. People’s Choice, 

2015
•  Native Animal Rescue Art Award, People’s Choice, 2015
•  Youth Choice Award, Churchlands Community Art Exhibition 

2018

AWARDS + ACHIEVEMENTS. 
(ART, DESIGN + ADVERTISING) 

EXHIBITIONS/SHOWS
•  2014 Solo exhibition, ‘Creatures’
•  2014 Free the Bears Fundraiser Ball
•  2014 Canberra National Zoo Art Exhibition
• 2015/16/17/18/19/20/22/23 City of Joondalup 

Community Art Award
• 2015 Native Animal Rescue Art Award
•  2015 Light up Leederville Festival, Secret Walls 

‘Fence Gallery’ (live painting) 
•   2016/17/18/19/20/21/22/23 Churchlands 

Community Art Exhibition
•  2021 City of Stirling Community Art Awards
•  2023 City of Wanneroo Art Awards

PUBLISHED +  
ILLUSTRATED BOOKS
• 2016, Little Bears Tale. Written by Free the Bears.
• 2017, Joe the Starfish who wanted to be a star.  

Written by Ron Samuel 
• 2018, Monsters don’t wear ties.  

Written by Aleisha Zappia
• 2019, Don’t follow me moon. Written by Natalie Caudle
• 2020, The Valuing Children Initiative’s four  

pillar book series.  
Written by Natalie Caudle

• 2022, The Little Book of Big Emotions,  
Written by Corey Gaidzionis

• 2022, Little Aussie Bugs 4 book series for ECU.  
Written by Dr Ruth Wallace and Dr Amelia Ruscoe 

• 2023 Wanda Out Yonder, Written by Aleisha Zappia
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